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Working better with you

To: All Members of the Council
Direct: @ 0118 937 2303

e-mail: simon.hill@reading.gov.uk

16 June 2025
Your contact is: Simon Hill — Acting Democratic Services Manager
Dear Sir/Madam
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Reading Borough Council to be held in the
Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Reading, on Tuesday, 24 June 2025 at 7.00 pm*, when it is
proposed to transact the business specified in the Agenda enclosed herewith.

*(or on the rising of the Special Council meeting, whichever is later)

Yours faithfully
=0
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AGENDA
1. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
To receive Mayor’'s Announcements.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any declarations of interest.
3. MINUTES 9-20

The Mayor to sign the Minutes of the proceedings of the previous Council
Meeting.

4, PETITIONS
To receive petitions in accordance with Standing Order 8.
5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Questions in accordance with Standing Order 9.
6. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
Questions in accordance with Standing Order 10.

Reports and Recommendations from Committees

7. RBC CHILDREN'S SERVICES IMPROVEMENT BOARD 21-28
Report by Chief Executive

Motions

8. ADDRESSING DELAYS TO DRIVING TESTS

Councillor Moore to move:
This Council notes:

o That learner drivers in Reading and across the country are facing
unacceptably long delays in securing driving test appointments,
with average waiting times far exceeding the DVSA's target of
nine weeks.

e That this is causing significant distress and disruption to young
people, students, apprentices, and those seeking employment
who rely on obtaining a driving licence for work or education.

e Reports from the BBC and other media highlight that the Reading
test centre has among the worst delays in the country, with some
learners waiting over six months for a test slot.

e That concerns have been raised in both the last and current
Parliaments by MPs of many parties, who have challenged
Ministers on both the long delays and the role of third-party
booking services in worsening availability.



e That parliamentary questions have highlighted the Government’s
limited action to address these issues and the lack of regulation or
enforcement around third-party software tools that snap up
appointments to resell them.

This Council believes:

e That the Government must take urgent action to bring down
waiting times for practical driving tests and ensure fair access for
all learners.

e That the practice of third-party software companies bulk-booking
or reselling test slots is exploitative and undermines the integrity of
the DVSA booking system.

e That local young people in Reading are being unfairly
disadvantaged, with consequences for education, employment,
and social mobility.

This Council therefore resolves to:

1. Call on the Government and the Department for Transport to
publish a clear action plan to reduce waiting times for driving tests
nationwide, specifically in Reading.

2. Call for urgent reform of the DVSA booking system to prevent
third-party software from monopolising test appointments and to
protect access for ordinary learners.

3. Request the Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of
State for Transport, and to Reading’s Members of Parliament,
urging them to take immediate steps to resolve this growing crisis
for learner drivers.

4. Promote awareness of this issue locally and support efforts by
MPs and Councillors to campaign for fair access to driving tests
for all.

CONTRIBUTION TO READING OF SIR JOHN MADEJSKI AND
SUPPORTERS TRUST AT READING

Councillor Ennis to move:

This Council is pleased that the ownership of Reading Football Club has
been secured and we place on record our thanks and appreciation to the
supporters, local MPs and organisations, such as the Sell Before We Dai
campaign, led by Caroline Parker and Sarah Turner, Chair of STAR. Itis
their sheer commitment and energy that has saved our football club and
it is right and fitting that we have a civic reception for the leaders of the
campaign to save Reading Football Club as a thanks from the people of
Reading.

We should also place on record our thanks to Sir John Madejski, a
Freeman of the Borough, for his philanthropic work over the decades to
make Reading a better place. Reading has benefitted from the work and
generosity of Sir John Madejski with the building of the new football
stadium in 1998, the establishment of the John Madejski gallery at the
Reading Museum in 1999 and the creation of the John Madejski
Academy in 2006.



This Council notes with dismay the announcement by the Greenshaw
Trust to remove Sir John’s name from the Academy that he funded and
of which he is rightly proud. It strongly disapproves of this attempt to
airbrush from history the contribution to Reading of Sir John Madejski
and resolves to seek alternative means by which his legacy to our town
can be preserved.



WEBCASTING NOTICE

Please note that this meeting may be filmed for live and/or subsequent broadcast via the Council's
website. At the start of the meeting the Mayor will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being filmed.
You should be aware that the Council is a Data Controller under the Data Protection Act. Data
collected during a webcast will be retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy.

Members of the public seated in the public gallery will not ordinarily be filmed by the automated
camera system. However, please be aware that by moving forward of the pillar, or in the unlikely
event of a technical malfunction or other unforeseen circumstances, your image may be captured.
Therefore, by entering the meeting room, you are consenting to being filmed and to the
possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes.




